
Bournemouth Churches Housing Association, 
St Swithuns House, Christchurch Road, 
Bournemouth, BH1 3NS. 
Fax:  01202 410 600 
Email: mail@bcha.org.uk
www.bcha.org.uk

This information is available in alternative formats, 
eg: your fi rst language, large print, audio tape, or Braille on request. 

Don’t give up before you’ve started.
If you’re facing homelessness or housing issues, 
we can help you fi nd a way forward.
Just call 01202 410 500

Can I pass on my tenancy? 

Yes you can, but only in certain situations. 
This leafl et sets out under what circumstances 
these situations occur.
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your right to pass on your tenancyyour right to pass on your tenancy
fi nd a way forwardfi nd a way forward



(1) If You Die 
If you are a joint tenant with someone 
else and you die, the other joint tenant 
will automatically become the sole 
tenant of your home. 
 
If there is no joint tenant with you, it is 
possible for your partner to take over 
the tenancy as long as:  
 
• He or she had been living in your 
 home immediately before your 
 death, and
• It is his or her only or main home 
 

No one else has the automatic right 
to take over your tenancy. We will 
normally agree to another member of 
your household inheriting the tenancy 
such as a parent, an adult son or 
daughter, other relative or carer. In this 
case, the person must have lived with 
you for 12 months before your death 
as their only or main home.   
 
We will also consider the person’s 
circumstances and might offer them a 
tenancy in another home that is better 
suited to their needs. 
 

succeeding and assigning
your right to pass on your tenancy

In all cases, the person who wishes 
to take on the tenancy must inform 
the Association to avoid any legal 
problems later on. Once ‘succession’ 
has occurred once, it cannot happen 
again if the person who takes on your 
tenancy dies. 
 
(2) At Other times 
You can also pass on (or ‘assign’) your 
tenancy to somebody else in other 
ways, for example: 
 
• If you find another tenant who 
 wants to swap homes with you
 However, you must ALWAYS apply 
 to us for permission to do this. 

• If a Court Order is made for you to 
 do so, say as part of divorce 
 proceedings. 
 
Supported housing 
If you live in supported housing, you 
will NOT normally be allowed to pass 
on the tenancy to anyone else. This is 
because the accommodation is only 
meant for people who meet certain 
eligibility rules. 

For more information about your legal 
rights, please contact your housing 
officer or your local advice centre. 
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Getting Free, Independent Advice 
about Your Rights

Shelter 0808 800 4444
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux
 For free advice on a range of issues. 
 Get details of your nearest CAB 
 from your phonebook or your local 
 council.
Solicitors
 These can be found on most high 
 streets or by looking in your phone 
 book. Always ask whether you are 
 eligible for Legal Aid when you 
 contact solicitors and be clear 
 about their charges from the outset.


